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Note from the President:

We need your help! Please consider getting involved with one of our fundraisers, family support or an active role within the Chpater. Please call Barbara at 410-561-9355.

Happy Holidays!

Contact us at:

410-561-9355

1-800-SMA-0113

P.O. Box 354

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030-0354
           On the Web:

www.fsma.org/chesapeake
Email:

Fsma-chesapeake@comcast.net
md-va@fsma.org  

Gene Trainor named FSMA, Chairman of the Board

Congratulations to Gene Trainor for being named Chairman of The Board to Families of SMA. He will bring his business experience and 14 years with FSMA to this 1-year position.  Gene Trainor joined the board of FSMA in 2003. 
2007 Family/Professional Conference

2007 Conference in Schaumburg, IL was the largest ever. Over 150 researchers from around the world gathered to share their work. Families numbered over 400. A special ice cream social brought the researchers and families together. Special thanks to Caitlin Trainor, Mary Kate Vendam, Eileen Venedam for volunteering their time to help out with the Childcare room and Carnival.  They created activities and kept the kids busy while parents were in workshops. 

   FSMA 2008 Conference       Announced!!

FSMA is excited to announce the 2008 conference will be in Boston, MA. June 19 – June 22, 2008.  The conference will be held at the  Boston Park Plaza. The hotel is centrally located in the heart of the city with many historical sights. Within walking distance are famous Newbury Street and the Boston Gardens. Look on the Nationals website in November for conference details. 

Nationwide Grassroots CALL TO ACTION to urge your  Representative and Senator to Co-Sponsor the SMA Treatment Acceleration Act
http://www.fsma.org/la_news07h.shtml 

FUNDRAISING

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC)

CFC is the world's largest and most successful annual workplace giving campaign. Pledges made by federal, civilian, postal and military donors during the campaign season (September 1st to December 15th) to support eligible non-profit organizations that provide health and human service benefits throughout the world.  Families of SMA is listed in the CFC and federal civilian, postal and military donors can elect to direct their donations to us. They simply need to indicate our donor number #2942.

Family Fun Carnival

Thanks to Megan Nolan for coordinating a Family Fun Carnival for SMA. Megan is a student at Linganore High School where all seniors are required to do a  Graduation Project.  She chose Families of SMA.  She along with 

 30 volunteers raised over $1200!!! Way to go Megan. Thank you for making a difference!
CRM Charity Golf Classic

The 13th annual CRM Golf Classic to benefit FSMA returned to The Woodlands/Diamond Ridge Golf Club to accommodate all the golfers.  Two courses and 52 foursomes are a wonderful testament to the many companies and individuals who continue to support the work of FMSA and its goal - Advancing Research and Supporting Families. Congratulations to the 2007 John Sullivan’Good Guy’ awarded to CRM, our Title sponsor. Thank you, CRM, for making a difference!  FSMA  couldn’t achieve its goals without the support they give Scott Geller. Mark your calendars, the 2009 Golf Classic is scheduled for Friday, September 26, 2009.

Everyone Loves Chocolate

Caitlin Trainor and Grace Trainor along with cousins Mary Kate Venedam, Eileen Venedam, and Annie Venedam sold chocolate angels pops to the friends, family, students and faculty during the spring holidays. They created a flyer to spread the word and had the opportunity to get in front of their school to promote the fundraiser.  They raised over $400. Thanks to all of them for making a difference.  Chocolate angel pops are still available. Call if you would like to sell them or purchase them for gifts.

[image: image1.wmf]Crabs kept coming!!


The crabs kept coming! Captain Bob’s of Glen Rock, PA supplied the tasty and plentiful crabs again this year. The silent auction has been a fun and important addition to the event. The auction’s success  is due to the generous gifts of our members. Thanks to everyone who contributed an item or purchased something from the auction. In all, the crab feast raised over $15,000 for SMA support and research.

Year round fundraising

Cure SMA Bracelets are available for sale by the Chesapeake Chapter. The bracelets are $2 each and can be purchased by calling 410-561-9355. Buy in bulk at a lower rate to sell to supporters in your community.

FAMILY SUPPORT

Family support meetings

We are looking to start an organized networking/ support group for families in the Baltimore/Washington area. Please let us know of your interest in getting together to meet others, how often, and where. These are some of the questions we are looking to answer.  You can contact us at md-va@fsma.org 
 if you are interested.

CIBC World Markets

Many thanks to CIBC World Markets for their very generous gift of $60,000 to Families of SMA! Their gift was a result of their annual Miracle Day project.  Since we started this program 6 years ago, CIBC Miracle Day has contributed over $175,000 to our cause!  Thank you Scott Gelle

r, CRM, and many other financial institutions who sponsored and supported our organization in this cause. 







RESEARCH

The SMA Treatment Acceleration Act

We are very pleased to announce that legislation to enhance federal support for Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) research, H.R. 3334, “The SMA Treatment Acceleration Act”, has been introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives by Congressman Patrick Kennedy (D-RI) and Congressman Eric Cantor (R-VA). U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA) plan to introduce companion legislation in the Senate when Congress returns from its August district work period. Read on linking to FSMA below. 

http://www.fsma.org/la_news07e.shtml

DONATIONS

We are grateful to the following for their generosity in making a difference to Families of Spinal Muscular Atrophy and the fight for a cure!

Joe & Carmen Maher

Jayson Farrer

Rose Jaeger

Sharyn & Kevin Dachille

NEA Employees

Maureen & Patrick Farace

Mildred Basche

Thomas Griffin 

Janet Lannon

Bunny St. Amant

Sherri Mills

Matching Corporate Gifts

T. Rowe Price 

Michelle Swanenburg

Oppenheimer Funds 

 Kevin Dachille

CRM

Carlos Leal

Scott Geller

In Memorium

In memory of Joshua Gordon

Dave Gordon Family

In memory of Erin Trainor


  Kathy Peyton


Mike & Robin Peyton

In Honor

In honor of Mike April’s Birthday from

Lisa & Cary Bayer
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