
My name is Ben Nelson.
I’m 4 years old.

Let’s find a cure for SMA!

Translational Research: New Excitement About SMA.

	 Translational research is focused, goal-oriented and milestone-
directed research associated with the “translation” of  basic science 
discoveries to clinical treatments. The National Institutes of  Health (NIH) 
has increased its focus on translational research and has initiated a 
project on spinal muscular atrophy, as a model for translational research 
funding.
	 Unlike traditional investigator initiated grant funding, translational 
research is intended to be focused and rapid. It is intended to be applied 
to diseases for which late-stage therapeutics development is appropriate. 
These are cases in which the cause is known, there is sufficient under-
standing of  the disease mechanism, and there is apparent feasibility for 
identifying treatments based on that mechanism.
	 Spinal muscular atrophy meets those criteria. In fact, this excerpt 
from the minutes of  a February 2002 meeting of  the Advisory Council of  
the NIH’s National Institute of  Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) 
explains the excitement:

“Spinal muscular atrophy was chosen because of  the severity 
of  the disease, its relatively high incidence, and the fact that the 
gene has been identified and the gene product is known, result-
ing in leads on possible treatments. There is a gap in funding to 
advance research on SMA, but if  progress can be made, it would 
have implications for other diseases.”

	
	 There is tremendous - unprecedented - potential for a treatment for 
SMA. But there is a major gap in SMA research funding. That gap must 
be closed.

To learn more, visit www.fightsma.org.
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Join Team Ben
for 18 Holes at
Silver Spring CC
Island Course

	 Includes:
	 • Golf
	 • Cart
	 • Box Lunch
	 • Early Supper
	 • Fun with Friends

2010 ROUND FOR
AN SMA CURE

Fri
day, August 20, 2010



~ �It’s an inherited genetic disease that results in 
loss of  nerves in the spinal cord and weakness 
of  the muscles connected with those nerves.

~ �It’s the number one genetic killer of  children 
under the age of  two.

~ �It is estimated to occur in nearly one out of  
every 6,000 births. In fact, 600 new babies will 
be born in the United States with SMA this year 
alone.

~ �The gene mutation that causes SMA is carried 
by one in every 40 people or nearly 7.5 million 
Americans.

~ �There is currently no cure, but the National 
Institutes of  Health (NIH) and the National 
Institute of  neurological Disorders and Stroke 
(NINDS) have seected SMA as the disease clos-
est to treatment of  more than 600 neurological 
disorders.

~ �Children with SMA Type II are never able to 
crawl or walk, but may be able to sit unsup-
ported when placed in a seated position. Some 
patients may have difficulty eating enough food 
by mouth to maintain their weight and grow, 
and a feeding tube may become necessary. 
Many children with Type II also have difficulty 
coughing and may have difficulty taking deep 
enough breaths while they sleep to maintain 
normal oxygen levels and carbon dioxide levels. 
Scoliosis is almost uniformly present as these 
children grow, resulting in the need for spinal 
surgery or bracing at some point in their clinical 
course.

WHAT IS SMA? 2010 ROUND
FOR AN SMA CURE

FRIDAY, August 20, 201
9:30 Shotgun Start

Registration & Bag Drop-off 	 8:00 - 9:00 am
Driving Range Open	 8:30 - 9:30 am
Shotgun Start	 9:30 am
   (Scramble format - Cart & box lunch provided)
Cocktail Reception & Raffle	 2 - 3 pm
Supper	 3:30 pm

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
• Hole Sponsorship	     $150
• Eagle	 $125
• Birdie	 $100
• Par	 $50
• Snowman	 $25

GOLF & SUPPER
• Foursome  $480      • Twosome  $240
• Individual  $120       • Supper only  $25

RAFFLE ITEM DONATION INFO
(before August 10, 2010)
Please note specifics pertinent to your item including 
expiration dates, blackout dates, special features, 
one-of-a-kind, etc.)
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

FSMA is a non-profit organization under IRS Code 501(c)(3) and will 
furnish all donors a receipt for all tax-deductible donations.

REGISTRATION FORM

GOLFERS
Name _ ___________________________
Address___________________________
City/ST/Zip_ ________________________
Email_____________________________

Name _ ___________________________
Address___________________________
City/ST/Zip_ ________________________
Email_____________________________

Name _ ___________________________
Address___________________________
City/ST/Zip_ ________________________
Email_____________________________

Name _ ___________________________
Address___________________________
City/ST/Zip_ ________________________
Email_____________________________

August 1, 2010 Deadline
Please complete this form and mail along with
payment to:
          Terry & Linda Marcou
          N88 W15936 Park Blvd.
          Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

Checks can be made payable to FSMA.
Direct any questions to tmmarcou@yahoo.com
or 262-255-3883.

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$ __________  for ____ golfers.


